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Meetings 
I met again Dr. KIM (김동진), Dr. LEE (이수정), Dr. PARK (박경호) and (very briefly) Dr. CHO 
(조성욱).  On this trip I also met one new member of staff, Dr. Chandra Sekhar Gahan, a couple of 
studentsi

Dr. Chandra Sekhar Gahan

, and some visiting researchers from India (typically on exchange for ~1 year).   

ii

Of the visiting Indian researchers, one was working on:  spent catalysts, pyrrhite in coal, and 
technology to make economical the production of uranium from Korean deposits.  Korean 
uranium deposits are low grade, but apparently the extraction technology is already developed;  it 
is the ‘back extraction’ process that remains to be resolved.   

, known as “Sekhar”, joined about 6 months ago, after completing a 
postdoc at the University of Cape Town (“UCT”).  His Ph.D. was completed at Luleå University of 
Technology (Sweden).  Sekhar is a dynamic personality.  His original training was in 
microbiology, and he subsequently moved into applying this to mineral processing.   

 

Facilities 
I inspected the new bioprocessing facilities in the laboratory that is immediately across the 
corridor from Dr. KIM.  This is being set up by Dr. Chandra Sekhar Gahan, and comprised really 
high-quality bioreactor equipment (about 8 stirred tanks, each 2 L, but 1 L working volume).  He 
had also just purchased a new mass spectrometer (?) or similar instrument.   

 

Other elements of trip 
Flight 
The departure times were especially selected to ensure convenience of arrival into Incheon 
(touch-down at 14:05;  plenty of time to catch bus to Daejeon, arriving in time for dinner) and 
departure from Daejeon (flight departing Incheon at 15:15, so catching bus at ‘comfortable’ time 
of about 09:00–09:30).   

 

Bus 
The ‘limousine’ airport bus seems to be the accepted way of getting between Daejeon and Incheon 
airport iii

It is not necessarily obvious which stop is which in Daejeon.  I thought that there were only three, 
except that my driver seemed to make one more stop.  When arriving it is best to alight at the 
Government Complex, for ease of catching a taxi from the rank.  When departing, the 
Doryongdong stop may be better, as this is only served by Gimpo and Incheon bus routes, so that 
confusion may be reduced.  (On the other hand, there will be fewer people around to ask for 
assistance, should it be required.)  See Appendix for more details.   

.  Although it was advertised as taking over 3 hours to make the trip, my journey took 
about 2 hours 20 minutes, and another delegate had a similar journey time.   

 

Maps 
Various maps are available.  See Appendix.   

 

                                                           
i One from India, the other a local student (Seoyun CHOI).   
ii http://www.linkedin.com/pub/chandra-sekhar-gahan/13/936/187 http://materialiaindica.ning.com/profile/chandrasekhargahan 
iii It is also possible to travel by train, but this is somewhat more expensive and means changing in Seoul.   
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